Sport Physiology Volume 13, No 50, 2021, Page 137-162

Research Paper
Effect of HMB-FA Supplementation on Muscle Damage
Indices in a Simulated Wrestling Protocols in Elite

Wrestlers
B. Tartibian®, B. Rezaei®

1. Professor of Exercise Physiology, Department of Exercise Physiology,
Faculty of Physical Education and Sport Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i
University, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

2. Master Science of Exercise Physiology, Faculty of Physical Education and
Sport Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran.

Received: 2020/10/06 Accepted: 2021/05/15

Abstract

Background and Purpose: The purpose of the current study was to investigate the effect
of HMB-FA supplementation on muscle damage indices in elite wrestlers.

Materials and Methods: A total of twenty wrestlers were selected in two supplement-
exercise (n=10) and placebo-exercise (n=10) groups to participate in a simulated
wrestling protocol. Subjects were randomly assigned to receive either 3g/d of HMB-FA
or a placebo. Blood samples to measure serum creatine kinase (CK) and lactate
dehydrogenase (LDH) were taken before taking the supplement, after taking the
supplement, immediately after the first repetition of the simulated wrestling protocol,
immediately after the third repetition of the simulated wrestling protocol, immediately
after the fifth repetition of the simulated wrestling protocol. The perceived recovery
status (PRS) was assessed immediately before the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth
repetitions of the simulated wrestling protocol. The data were analyzed using a repeated
measure analysis of covariance (ANCOVA) and analysis of variance (ANOVA).

Results: The results of this study showed that the values of muscle damage indices
including CK and LDH were significantly lower in the HMB-FA group than in the
placebo group (P<0.05). Moreover, there was a significant change for PRS, which
significantly decreased more in the placebo group compared to HMB-FA one (P<0.05).
Conclusion: Therefore, it can be concluded that HMB-FA supplementation appears to
improve muscle damage indices in wrestlers' simulated wrestling protocol
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

B-Hydroxy-B-methylbutyrate free acid (HMB-FA) has been suggested to
accelerate the regenerative capacity of skeletal muscle after high-intensity
exercise and attenuate markers of skeletal muscle damage (1). Considering the
impact of the HMB-FA supplement on sport performance, the tendency to
consume it in order to achieve more efficiency has increased (2). Accordingly,
this study was a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled clinical trial that
evaluated the effect of HMB-FA supplementation on muscle damage indices in
a simulated wrestling protocol in wrestlers.

Materials and Methods

A total of twenty wrestlers aged 19-26 years were selected in two supplement-
exercise (n=10) and placebo-exercise (n=10) groups to participate in a
simulated wrestling protocol. Each wrestler repeated the main activity five
times (3). Subjects were randomly assigned to receive either 3g/d of HMB-FA
or a placebo (4). Blood samples to measure serum levels of creatine kinase
(CK) and lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) were taken before taking the
supplement, after taking the supplement, immediately after the first repetition
of the simulated wrestling protocol, immediately after the third repetition of the
simulated wrestling protocol, immediately after the fifth repetition of the
simulated wrestling protocol. The perceived recovery status (PRS) was assessed
immediately before the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth repetitions of the
simulated wrestling protocol (5,6).

Results

The results showed that in the exercise-supplement group compared to the
exercise-placebo group, the LDH had a significant decrease in the steps
immediately after the first, third and fifth repetitions of specific exercise
(P<0.05). The CK indicated a significant decrease in the exercise-supplement
group than the exercise-placebo group only in the step immediately after the
fifth repetition of a specific exercise (P<0.05). However, in other steps, there
was no significant decrease in the mean values of this variable compared to the
exercise-placebo group (Figure 1).

Conclusion

Based on the results, it seems that short-term supplementation of HMB-FA
reduces the muscle damage indices and increases the index of perceived
recovery status of wrestlers after performing the Wrestling-Specific Protocol.
These findings suggest that wrestlers can take HMB-FA before exercise to
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speed recovery between competitions and high-intensity and volume exercises
(Figure 1).
Keywords: Wrestler, HMB-FA, Muscle Damage
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Figure 1- Comparison of Mean Changes in Muscle Damage Indices (LDH(U/L)) in
wrestlers in the Supplement - Exercise and Placebo - Exercise Groups in the
Simulated Wrestling Protocol, LDH: Lactate Dehydrogenase, B1: Blood Sampling
before Supplementation, B2: Blood Sampling after Supplementation, B3: Blood
Sampling after the First Repetition of the Wrestling-Specific Protocol, B4: Blood
Sampling after the Third Repetition of the Wrestling-Specific Protocol, B5: Blood
Sampling after the Fifth Repetition of the Wrestling-Specific Protocol

Article Message

According to the results of the present study, taking HMB-FA supplementation
can help reduce the muscle damage indices and ultimately accelerate the
recovery process, which will improve the performance of wrestlers during
competitions.
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1. University of Mary Wrestling Anaerobic Performance Test
2. Football Blocking Sled

3. Drilled Double Legs

4. Drilling Half Nelsons

5. Drilling Escapes
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Figure 1- WP: Wrestling-Specific Protocol, B: Blood Sampling, PRS: Perceived
Recovery Status, HMB-FA: B-Hydroxy p-Methylbutyrate Free Acid
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1. SPSS
2. Kolmogorov-Smirnov



1fa -1 w.wi s esls p HMB-FA G5 JoSo J1ryland

sshateds (6,155 slags pSojlail b il ly Jelos a3l 5l g (29,8 o Sk Gline (o) 2
(5 03a5D) | by il Gg3l 5 i ool Cilisee iloj (slaatals 1o byt ooy
2 (P <0.05) Giags ol jo ) lolins Zolaw .ol oolaiul laog,5 9,0 Dglss adeis gly 58

RSO

Pl
a5 el sad ool olis G B )lad Jsas 5o Loy oge)] 80iis mSojlul gldine; sl piiie
log S O o (07 22y b (257 g O 89 (Bran DS ST (0 (359 8 (e

(S 5 ke Jgaz) auis ovmlice al ol jo (6 loline gles

0955 9 (319~ S0 09,5 10 (3 ;S (S S35 900 (Sd ki (Silse Lo duagliio - Jgux
P9 ledglo
Table 1- Comparison of the Mean Values of Wrestlers' Demographic Variables in
the Supplement-Exercise Group and the Exercise-Placebo Group
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BMI: Body Mass Index, VO2max: Maximum Oxygen Consumption, bpm: Heart
Rate Per Minute, x: Mean, SD: Standard Deviation, P-Value: Significance
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Figure 2- Mean Values of Wrestlers Recovery in Two Groups of Supplements-
Exercise and Placebo-Exercise, PRS: Perceived Recovery Status (0-10), R: Assess
PRS before Performing Repetitions of Specific Exercise.
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Table 2- Comparison of Mean Changes in Physiological Indices of Recovery (CK

(U/L)) in Wrestlers in the Two Groups of Supplement-Exercise and Placebo-
Exercise in the Wrestling Simulation Protocol
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Significance at the Level of a = 0.05, SD: Standard deviation, CK: Creatine Kinase,
X: Mean, B1: Blood Sampling before Supplementation, B2: Blood Sampling after



VFeo laual e o)lols AY 0590 (0359 559092 78 QY

supplementation, B3: Blood sampling after the first repetition of the Wrestling-
Specific Protocol, B4: Blood Sampling after the Third Repetition of the Wrestling-
Specific Protocol, B5: Blood Sampling after the Fifth Repetition of the Wrestling-
Specific Protocol
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Table 3- Comparison of Mean Changes in Physiological Indices of Recovery (LDH

(U/L)) in Wrestlers in the Two Groups of Supplement-Exercise and Placebo-
exercise in the Wrestling Simulation Protocol
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Significance at the level of o = 0.05, SD: Standard Deviation, LDH: Lactate
Dehydrogenase, x: Mean, B1: Blood Sampling before supplementation, B2: blood
Sampling after Supplementation, B3: Blood Sampling after the First Repetition of
the Wrestling-Specific Protocol, B4: Blood Sampling after the Third Repetition of

the Wrestling-Specific Protocol, B5: Blood Sampling after the Fifth Repetition of
the Wrestling-Specific Protocol
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Figure 3- Comparison of Mean Changes in Physiological Indices of Recovery (CK

(U/L)) in Wrestlers in the Supplement - Exercise and Placebo - Exercise Groups in

the Simulated wrestling Protocol, CPK: creatine Phosphokinase, B1l: Blood

Sampling before Supplementation, B2: Blood Sampling after Supplementation, B3:

Blood Sampling after the first Repetition of the Wrestling-Specific Protocol, B4:

Blood Sampling after the Third Repetition of the Wrestling-Specific Protocol, B5:
Blood Sampling after the Fifth Repetition of the Wrestling-Specific Protocol
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Figure 4- Comparison of Mean Changes in Physiological Indices of Recovery
(LDH(U/L)) in Wrestlers in the Supplement - Exercise and Placebo - Exercise
Groups in the Simulated Wrestling Protocol, LDH: Lactate Dehydrogenase, B1:
Blood Sampling before supplementation, B2: Blood Sampling after
Supplementation, B3: Blood Sampling after the First Repetition of the Wrestling-
Specific Protocol, B4: Blood Sampling after the Third Repetition of the Wrestling-

Specific Protocol, B5: Blood Sampling after the Fifth Repetition of the Wrestling-
Specific Protocol
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